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Editorial

Beach in a creck

near Naa’or

Morocco’s Oriental region - from the Mediterranean to the
gates of the desert

A vast area s’cretching across eastern Morocco, from Saidia on the
shores of the Mediterranean to the Saharan oasis of Figuig, bordered
to the west lz)y the Central Rif Mountains and the Moulouya Vaﬂey
and to the east by the Algerian frontier, the Oriental region offers
visitors an unparaﬂele& diversity of reliefs and 1an(1scapes. It enjoys
a Mediterrancan climate with scant rainfall in the north (Sa’i&ia) )
while the 1ow—1ying Beni Snassen Mountains receive their fair share
of rain, the high steppe pla’ceaus of Tendrara and Bouarfa are arid,
and conditions in the south (Figuig) are truly pre—Saharan.

In the past, few tourists cared to venture into this remote frontier
region. Not that it lacked potential — it was just waiting for its merits
to be recognised. The clevelopment of Saidia as a seaside holiclay
destination culminated in the creation of the new Saidia resort, justa
couple of hours’ ﬂigh’c from major European cities and served by two

international airports (Oujda and Nador) —a per£ec’t arrival point and

an ideal l)ase for exploration of the region as a whole.




Saidia in all its glory

Saidia’s architecture is
a harmonious blend of

ancient and modern

Saidia: a long’ tradition of l)athing'

A particularly mild climate, 14 kilometres
of fine sancly beach, shallow, crystal clear
water teeming with fish and seatood, a
coastline tringect to the west with 200
kilometres of magniticent laays, and a
varied hinterland ideal for excursions of
all stlapes and sizes — just some of the
natural riches that make Saidia such a

rewarding holiday destination.

The town of Saidia dates back to 1883,
when the Sultan, Hassan [, built a Kashah
there which can still be visited today. In
1913, under the French Protectorate,
resident Europeans discovered the site,

which came to enjoy a certain measure of

popularity as a small local seaside resort.

FoHowing Independence, its fine beach
continued to attract Lattnng enthusiasts,
and the town became one of North-
eastern Morocco’s most trequentecl

centres of national tourism.

More recently, major investment has
openecl the resort up to international
tourism, with the creation of an
840-berth marina, construction of 4
and 5-star hotels, residential apartments
and the “Medina Center” stlopping and
leisure complex, and laying out of three
golt courses... In a nutshell, Saidia has
become a new-generation seaside resort

laoasting every tacility under the sun.
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Marina Saidia oﬂers all the services to be expected o][ a major yaclzting harbour, and is set in elegant residential surrounalings

Ras e/ Ma

Saidia, “Blue Pearl” of the Mediterranean

Along the seafront, the resort’s 1uxu1'y
hotels offer a full range of top-quali’cy
services and amenities for all kinds of
leisure activities are at han(l, including
golf courses, tennis courts, pacl(ﬂe-
tennis court, spa, and a fitness club.

Medina Center, with its gateways,
narrow little streets, squares, terraces,
shops and cafés, has all the atmosphere
of a classic Moroccan medina — great
for shopping or for just hanging about
in — while the resort’s 6-kilometre
corniche, “Paseo Maritimo”, provides
the perfect setting for a 1eisure1y stroll
at whatever time of (lay or nigh’c.

Marina Saidia currently has over 800
moorings availaljle, and there are plans

fora full 1350 in the near {:uture, which

will make it the Mediterranean’s third
larges’t yachting harbour. The marina
offers a full range of services, from
a harbour master’s office provi(ling
meteorological and communication
service to maintenance, security, a

yacht club, and a shopping precinct.

There is certainly no lack of restaurants
in Saidia, serving a vast choice of fish
and seafood dishes based on produce
caugh’c at the resort itself, or l)rough’c
in from Nador or Ras El Ma (“Cape
of Water”) nearl)y. There’s also plenty
of international cuisine on offer, along
with typicaﬂy Moroccan gastronomy,
delicious sea-hean paeﬂa or rather more
classic suggestions such as chicken or
beef brochettes — even pizzas!



The Mediterranean bay

|
The coastline is ][ringec]

with a succession of

magnif;'cent sa naZy beaches

Saidia is also an endless succession of
Leaches, cach vying with the other in
character and charm. Bordered Ly lush
greenery, they offer every’clling you
could wish for in unparaﬂelecl natural
surrounclings. Here in Sa’i(lia, you can
laze away the time as much as you like and
still come up with daﬂy fresh discoveries!

The Moulouya nature reserve

Saidia beach reaches as far as the Oued
Moulouya estuary, a wetland where many
species of migrating birds spencl the
winter. The ornithological nature reserve

here is a protecte(l area, and easy to get to
from Saidia itself.

Ras El Ma beach

Cross the ljri(lge over the Moulouya,
continue on for a few lailometres, and you
come to the fishing viuage of Ras El Ma
and its Leach, sheltered ]oy the mighty
cliff that overlooks it and all the more
appealing for the miniature eucalyp’cus
wooded dunes that adorn it.

Kariat Arekmane

25 km before N ador, Kariat Arckmane
beach stretches for a full 7 12m, several
of which lie to the south of a chain of
coastal 1agoons. The beach is easy to
get to, and is renowned for the excellent
L)a’cl’ling on offer there and its fine
gol&en sands.

Mar Chica lag'oon

The Mar Chica 1agoon at Nador is
an altogetller magni{:icent piece of
natural seascaping, with a total surface
area of some 115 km2 and from 0.5
to 7 metres in depth. Separated from
the sea })y a thin ribbon of dunes 24
kilometres 1ong, it communicates with
the Mediterranean via a channel known
as the Boucana pass and is bordered

Ly fine shell-sand beaches — an ideal
destination for ﬁslling and water sports

enthusiasts.

Mar Chica lagoon
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Relaxing in the shade o][ a beach umbrella, with an etemally blue sea stretclzing l)efore you - the art of living Mediterranean sty/e.’

Boucana l)each

The ﬁshing Viﬂage of Boucana, close to
Nador’s port of Beni Ansar, boasts a
delightful horseshoe—shaped beach very
well worth the trip. “Whoever visits
Boucana will never forget the splen—
dour of its salted 1andscapes and infi-
nite dunes — an ‘earthen tongue" that
could recount more than one chapter
in the region’s history” (Tawiza)

Oued Kert beach

This 8-kilometre 1ong beach starts
west of the mouth of Oued Kert and
extends as far as Pointe Negri. Its wa-
ters reach considerable clepth.

El Kallat beach

El Kallat laeach, a remote stretch of
sand lying between two cliffs 34 km
west of N a(lor, is almost 5 kilometres
in length and bordered 1)y a strip of fo-
restland. Tt is well-known as a Lathing
spot, and is busiest at weekends and
in the summer, a popular Lathing and
sports fislling destination.






When a treatfor the
taste buds is also a

treat ][or the eyes

Arts and crafts revisited

Morocco’s craftspeople know how to adapt
to cl'langing times., and today draw their
from two sources, tradition
and modern creativity, com]:)ining (lesign,
colours and age—old know-how in pertect
harmony — a marriage of ancient and
modern that inspires novel ideas and has
resulted in production of high-quality wares
in line with contemporary taste.

inspiration

Sheep breeding is of major importance in
Morocco s Oriental region. Woo is produced
in arge uantities here and rocessed
for manufacture of clot}nng d]ellpbas and
laurnous), blankets (l)oural)ah), and carpets.
As elsewhere in the King(lom, procluction of
woollen carpets follows strictly defined rules
with regard to length of interior thread,
motif design, and numbers of knots. Wool
is used in its natural state in four colours —
white, black, grey, and brown. Local crafts

eople also makes good use of esparto grass
from the high plateaus, employing it in the
manufacture of matting and basketwork
items for household use. The creation of a
new range of artefacts coml)ining esparto
with wrought iron (talales, s’cools, and the
like) shows that Moroccan craftwork can
keep in line with the times while 1osing
nothing of its deep-rooted identity.

An authentic reglonal cuisine
Moroccan cuisine is world famous for its rich
and subtle variety of ﬂavours, and you can get a
foretaste of its many cle]igll’cs 1)y samp]jng some
of the region’s authentic traditional dishes.
From local specialities to mouth—watering

stries, the most demandmg of gourmets will
En(], not}ung to complam of —so (].lg in!

Le Karane, an Oujcli speciality, is a smooth
puree made from flour and chic peas, a close
relative of Nice’s Socca, Genoa's Farinata
and Palermo’s Panelle. Tt would be a real
shame if you left the region without trying it!

Berlzoulzecl'l is a highly spiced soup
made from wheat and seasonal vegetables.
Traditionaﬂy, it is served on the third day
foﬂowing the birth of a child, and is renowned

for its nutritive properties.

As for pastries, the region is famous (among

other thmgs) for its Kaalzs crispy ring- shape(l
biscuits made from flour, amseecl cardamom
and sesame seeds, and for its Malzrouts,
delicious little semolina cakes stuffed with
dates and fried before Leing immersed in
honey. Served with tea or accompanying
traditional bread, these and other pastries are
the order of the clay on special occasions — or
simply when you're feeling pecleish...

Mejlwoua/ eml:roic]ery, an art passeJ down from the age of the Ottomans

11



12

-

Mo i e = T

Saidia — a new perspective on Izo/idaymaleing/
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Sports and leisure activities

All the many p/easures
the sea has to ojg[er

await you in Saidia...

A Mediterranean playg’rountl
Saidia

prevailing Winds, warm, calm seas, and

enjoys  constant moderate
a very pleasant climate ideal for water

sports and activities of all kinds.

Talzing’ to the sea

Saidia’s marina and yac}lting harbour are
on hand for all those who enjoy living on
the crest of a wave — light yachts, cabin
cruisers, sailing boats and catamarans,
the choice is yours! And those in search
of more extreme sensations will find all
the equipment and advice they need to
practise their chosen sport sa£ely and
pleasura]oly.

Down in the Jepths

Diving in Saidia’s crystal—clear waters gives
you hands-on experience of the flora and
fauna inllabiting the seas along the south
coast of the Mediterranean. With no strong
currents to contend with, a wide variety
of diving sites speci{:icaﬂy set aside for the
activity and all the necessary equipment
available in situ, the resort is an idea
destination for divers of all levels of skill.

Sea fishing’

Saidia’s coastal waters hoastan extraordinary
variety of fish species, providi.ng ﬁs}ling
enthusiasts with all the sport they can
handle. Locations and equipment are
available to all comers, ensuring perfect
conditions for a good day’s catch.




...along with a gooal many other p/easures on land!

Getting into the swing

Saidia has three 18-hole golf courses at
your disposal, so get out and make the
utmost of the sun and the fresh sea air
on over 210 hectares of greens (lesigned
Ly internationauy renowned goH architect
Francisco Segales, and ranked as some of
the finest not only in Morocco itself, but
in the Mediterranean region as a whole. 3
courses for 3 times the pleasure!

Off into the hinterland

The surrouncling countryside has some truly
magnificent 1an(lscapes in store for you.
Presh discoveries await you with every step
you take — unirnaginecl worlds and breath-
talzing views over the Mediterranean, along
with plenty of opportunity to acquaint
yourself with the local plant ]jfe, much of
which is unique to the region

15

Atop an Arab thoroug'}ll)recl
Morocco is famed for the sturcly
elegance of its thoroughbrecls, and it’s a
real pleasure to actuaﬂy ride one. Riding
lessons are on offer during the summer
season, along with horseback treks
along the beach or into the surrouncling
countrysicle.

The game's afoot!

Nor do hun’cing enthusiasts  have
any’ching to complain of here. The Beni
Snasen Mountains are particularly well
stocked with game. As 1ong as you have
a hunting license (availalnle on the spot)
and (lepencling on season, you can hunt
par’criclges, quail, hares, and wild boar.
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Nature reserve on
the mouth of Oued
Moulouya

The Moulouya River mouth:
listed as a Site of Biological and
ECOIOgical Interest (SIBE)

The Moulouya river mouth is just a few
kilometres from Saidia and easy to get
to 1)y car. It is listed as a SIBE (Site of
Biological and Ecological Interest) and is
an area of extraortlinary Liodiversity — over

4500 hectares of we’clan(l, ree(ly marshland,

(lunes, and tamarisk forest.

Thisis one of the very best sites for wintering
waterbirds to be found anywhere along the
Mediterranean coats — great egrets, purple

herons, herring guﬂs, Mediterranean guus
and turtle doves all flock here.

The Moulouya river mouth has plenty to
offer any nature lover, and makes a very
pleasant outing for anyone interested in
exploring this legenclary river, the second
1ongest water course in Morocco.

The Beni Snassen massif:
nature at its most generous

You rea”y can’t spencl a holiclay in
Saidia without going to have a look at
the Beni Snassen Mountains, a small
Mediterranean massif reaching a height
of 1,535 metres and a natural and
cultural treasure house.

A mountain in the Beni Snassen massi][



TZze Came/ Cave

The Zeg’zel Gorg’e is one of the
region’s most spectacular geological
formations. The road Winding through
it, passing back and forth from one side
of the oued to the otller, may require

pru(lence on the part of the driver, but
ensures you miss out on none of the
natural splendour around you — terraced
orchards planted with ﬁg, pomegranate,
orange and medlar trees, and the wi
roses and oleanders that flourish along
the river’s banks.

Tlle Camel Cave, so called because

the shape of one of its stalagmites bears
a strange resemblance to the l)eas’c, is
the 1argest cave in the region. It is lit
so that visitors can {‘uﬂy appreciate the
stalagmites and stalactites so suljlimely
sculpted ljy the hand of nature. The site
is also a major attraction for potholing
enthusiasts.

Tlle Pig’eon Cave is a remarkable
prehistoric site, inhabited between
21,000 and 10,800 years BC. Digs
there have unearthed the remnants
of at least four successive prehistoric
cultures.

As you approacll Tafoughalt, a superlj
panorama of the Moulouya Vaﬂey and
the Mediterranean opens up before you.
The town, 44 km from Sa’l’dia, is a little
mountain resort set 850 metres above
sea level. Pleasantly cool in summer —

thanks to the breezes Mowing in from
the sea, which is only 30 km away as
the crow flies — it makes an ideal base
for excursions into the mountains. Tree
lovers will be in their element llere, for
the Beni Snassen massif is home to an
amazing variety of species, inclucling
eucalyptus, oale, pine, thuja, and doum
(dwar£ palm). Don’t forget, tllough,
that Tafoughalt is a mountain village,
and it often snows there in wintertime!

The Great Lakes and the Cape
Of T}lree FOI’]{S

The Machraa Hammadi and
Mohammed V dams on Qued Moulouya
have created immense reservoirs to help
irrigate the arid region and top up water
levels. These great artificial lakes are
also ideal for fishing and water sports.
Coming from Sa’iclia, they can be
reached via Zaio to the north, along the
El-Aioun Taourirt road to the soutll, or
(lirectly from the Beni Snassen massif.

For any]socly who loves the sea, the Cape
of Three Forks to the north of Nador is
one of Morocco’s most beautiful sites
— a mountainous cape teeming with
birdlife and plunging down into crystal
clear turquoise waters. Breath—taleing
views await you from the cliff tops and
sumptuous beaches at the foot of the
lighthouse — not to forget a magical
underwater para(lise if you're a cliving
enthusiast...
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Excursions in the region

Bab Al Gharbi in
OujJa s medina

Oujcla - a much underrated city
You won't regret paying a visit to the
town of Oujcla, a £ascinating crossroads
between North Africa and Burope, with
a 10ng Berljer, Ottoman and Arabo-
Andalusian history behind it.

The medina

The medina lies in the very heart of the city,
filled with ije, colour and carefree l)ustle, and
bathed in radiant Mediterranean sunshine.
Takea lazy stroll through narrow little streets
teeming with people wanclering hither and
thither about their business. Let yourself be
drawn ]ay the scents of a thousand and one
spices, of mint tea, coﬂee, and Leignets,
happening upon this or that little square
or archway-]ine(l courtyarcl where the local
weavers sit busy at their craft... And don’t
miss out on Souk Bl Ma (the “Water
Marlee’c") b where water for 1eeeping local
garclen green was once sold.

\

A fascinating’ variety of
architecture

Little remains of the walls that once
surrounded the medina except fora couple
of its gateways — Bab Al Gharbi and Bab
Sidi Abdelouahab. The latter was built in
the 13th century and is the better preserve(l
of the two. The square that faces it once
served as a resting place for caravaneers
arriving in the city from the East.

Built in 1298, the Al Kabir Mosque (the
“Great Mosque”) with its three fountains
is the city’s oldest monument. To the left
of its main entrance, a narrow little side
street (aln’xos’c inqpossilnly so in parts!)
lea(ls, to one of the medina’s architectural
highpoints — the Merinid Medersa.
Although of no great size, it is regar(le(l

as a masterpiece of Merinid art, and is a

living testimony to the city’s rich cultural
heritage.

The Essebti Palace
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Excursions in tile region

St

The kashahs, proud
guara]ians o)[ the land

The great orchard of Berkane
If you’(i like to know where all the
delicious fruit and Vegetaijies available
in Saidia come i‘rom, then pay a visit to
Berlzane, a major agricuiturai centre with
over 10,000 hectares of irrigated land
producing grapes, cereais, orchard frui’ts,
citrus fruits, and Vegetal)ies.

The sheep capital of Taourirt

Located on the road between Ouj(ia and
Fez, Taourirt is a former Merinid Kasbah
founded in the 13th century (an(i not to
be confused i)y Quarzazate”s Taourirt
Kasi)aii). The Kashah was thougilt
necessary because of Taourirt’s strategic
position at the crossroads of caravan
routes running from East to West and
from North to South. Taourirt is also
Morocco’s largest sheep souk. 10 km to
the sou’ti'l, the Qued Za Gorges, througii
which Oued Mouiouya’s main tri]au’tary
runs, are very well worth going out of

your way to see.

The Merinid town of Debdou
Lying 52 km south of Taourirt, Dei)(iou,
is set in a Vaﬂey in the heart of a
mountainous massif, and is surrounded
i)y Vineyards and i)y orchards plan’te(i with
oiive, pomegranate, fig and peacil trees.
The town’s medina has a 1ong history, its
mellah once home to one of Morocco'’s
1argest Jewish communities, while the
neari)y Kasbah marks the remnants of the
former Merinid principality. The region
boasts no lack of tourist attractions, with
its douars precariously perche(i on their
hillsides, and its many springs — the 1arges’t
of wilicii, at Tafrante, suppiies Debdou
with its (irinizing water. Beyon(i Dei)(iou,
some 8 km aiong the El Ateuf roa(i, you
can enjoy panoramic views of the Vaiiey
and the Gaada piateau, a vast expanse of
green oaiz woodian(i ilari)ouring a weai’th
of game, inciu(iing wild i)oars, hares and
partri(iges.
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Excursions in the region

Rock ca rvings

The natural heritag’e of Bouarfa
Bouarfa lies 330 km south of Saidia on the
road to Figuig, The town is a former mining
centre (manganese and copper) set in the
midst of steppe land. Its very comfortable
hotel is equippecl with tennis courts and
swimming pool, and also organises 4-wheel
drive excursions and accompanied treks on
foo’c, horseloacle, or cameu)aclz, to explore
the Oriental region’s pl'xantasmagorical
countrysicle and its many prehiston'c rock
painting and carving sites.

Apart from its esparto grass steppes,
Bouarfa’s Liological reserve is also rich
in such medicinal and aromatic plan’cs as
rosemary and white wormwood (artemisia
herba all)a) o which is particularly well
aclap’cecl to the area’s arid climate.

And Jchen, of course, there are the Dorcas
gazeﬂes, 1iving in small groups around the

region’s rivers, dunes and roclzy slopes.

If you're loolzing for an original way to travel the great open spaces, take a ride
on the Oriental Desert Express! The train covers 305 kilometres of track linleing
Oujda to Bouarfa, and invites you to discover the desert in all its glory — breath-

talzing Saharan landscapes dotted with majestic dunes, nomad encampments,

and tiny isolated viuages. The locomotive puHs three air-conditioned carriages,

and drinles and hot lunches are served on }Z)OB.I‘(].. There are a number O£ StOPS

along the way, including Ain Benimathar, Tendrara, and Bouarfa, so you’H have

plen’cy of opportunities to immortalise your journey in photographs. Allin all, a

pertect way of experiencing the magic ofa day in the open desert in comfort — an

unforgettal)le experience!
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Informa’cion and usefu] addresses

The franf door to Morocco’s

Oriental region

Practical information

Entry formalities

A Valicl passport for a stay o£ less t}lan 90
c]ays is requirecl. An iclentity card may
suﬁice, depending on country of origin,
if the trip is organised lay a travel agency
for a group of over 3 people. A visa is
requirecl for some nationalities - enquire
at a Moroccan consulate or (],iplomatic
representation in you country. No speciﬁc
vaccinations are required for entry into the
Kingdom of Morocco. If you are laringing
your pet along with you, however, you will
need to be able to procluce an anti-rabies
certificate less than 6 months old.

Cllang’ing’ money

Moroccan currency is the dirham, made
up of 100 centimes. Foreign currency
must be exchange(], at banks or other
accredited establishments.

Time zone
Morocco is in the Greenwich time zone,

and time is G.M.T.

Emerg’ency phone numbers
Police 19

Fire Brigade 150

Directory enquiries 160

Road safety services 177

Event Calendar

June Saidia Throne Cup golf tournament
July : International Rai Pestival

August : “Moroccans of the World” Raﬂy
August : Taourtite Festival

Useful adreSSes and contacts

Reg’ional Tourist Office :
Boulevard Mohammed V

Place du 16 Aot - BP.716, Oujda
Tel: 05 36 68 56 31

Fax: 05 36 68 90 89

Provincial Tourist Office :
88, Bd Ihn Rochd, Nador

Tel: 05 36 33 03 48

Fax: 0536 33 54 52

Reg’ional Tourism Council :
2, Bou}evard des Nations Unies
4&me Etage, Ouj(la

Tel: 06 35 71 10 44/ 66

Fax: 05 36 68 90 89

Oriental A, ency :

12, Rue Mekki Bitaouri - Souissi
Ral)at, Morocco

Tel: 0537 63 35 80

Fax: 05 37 75 30 20

Reg’ional Investment Council :
2, Bd Nations Unies, Ouj(la

Tel: 05 36 68 28 27

Fax: 05 36 69 06 81

ONCF Railway station :
Boulevard Abdellah Chefchaouni
Cau Centre: 08 90 20 30 40

Website: www.oncf.ma

Ouj(la Ang'a(l Airport :

BP 3137 Taleacloum, Oujcla

Al Aoui Airport : BP 141, Nador
Call centre: 08 90 00 08 00

Golf: Saidia Resort’s 3 Golf courses

WWW. golltclumaroc.com

Weatller Forecast:

www.meteoma.net

Office des Changes

(Currency regulation authori’cy):
WwWWw.Ooc.gov.ma

For further information: www.visitmorocco.com

Photo credits: ONMT, Cécile Tréal & Jean-MiChel Ruiz
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